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1 . USLO HAS JUST RECEIVED VISA APPLICATIONS (REFTEL) FOR 
19-MAN "COAL MINING SURVEY DELEGATION" TO VISIT THE U.S. 

UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE NATIONAL COAL ASSOCIATION. 

COAL BUILDING, 1130 17TH STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C.; 

TELEPHONE 202-628-4322. GROUP HOPES TO LEAVE PEKING ON 
SEPTEMBER 12 FOR A VISIT OF APPROXIMATELY 50 DAYS. 

2. WE NOTE THAT DELEGATION IS HEADED BY TSOU TUNG. VICE 
MINISTER OF THE COAL MINISTRY AND INCLUDES CHEN CHIEN-FEI, 

VICE CHAIRMAN OF HEILUNGKIANG PROVINCIAL REVOLUTIONARY 
COMMITTEE AND A HEILUNGKIANG CCP SECRETARY (BOTH MEN ARE 
LISTED AS "ADVISERS" TO CHINA COAL SOCIETY). THIS IS THE 
FIRST WE WERE AWARE OF THIS MISSION. 

3. DEVELOPMENT OF PRC COAL RESOURCES IS. OF COURSE, A VERY 
HIGH PRIORITY ECONOMIC GOAL FOR PRC, AND SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS 
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OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE HAVE BEEN COMMITTED FOR PURCHASING 
FOREIGN EQUIPMENT. A FEW U.S. MANUFACTURERS HAVE VISITED 
THE PRC AND SOME SALES HAVE BEEN MADE, BUT WE ARE FACING 
STRONG COMPETITION FROM WEST GERMANS, FRENCH, BRITISH, 

AND (TO A LESSER EXTENT) JAPANESE IN THIS AREA. BECAUSE 
OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS MISSION TO CHINA. THE SIGNIFICANT 
U.S. EXPORT POTENTIAL, AND THE HIGH RANK OF THE DELEGATION 
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LEADERS, WE BELIEVE SOME USG INVOLVEMENT WITH THE VISIT 
WOULD BE DESIRABLE, EVEN THOUGH THEY ARE GOING UNDER PRIVATE 
AUSPICES. ALSO, AS FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, NATIONAL COUNCIL 
FOR U.S. -CHINA TRADE IS NOT INVOLVED. USLO TENTATIVELY PLANS 
TO INVITE GROUP TO A RECEPTION PRIOR TO THEIR DEPARTURE. 

DEPARTMENT, USDOC, INTERIOR (BUREAU OF MINES) AND/OR DOE MAY 
WISH TO CONSIDER HOSTING RECEPTION, GIVING BRIEFINGS. AND 
POSSIBLY PROVIDING ESCORT FOR ALL OR PART OF DELEGATION’S 
TOUR IN THE U.S. WOODCOCK 
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